Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 OTTAWA 04822 071922Z 
73 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 USPS-01 L-03 DODE-OO PA-02 USIA-15 
PRS-01 SP-02 /056W 

031288 

R 071811Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1840 
INFO ALL AMCONSULS CANADA 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 4822 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB.CA 

SUBJECT: POSTAL NEGOTIATIONS RESUME 

REF: OTTAWA 4770 

1 . CANADIAN UNION OF POSTAL WORKERS (CUPW) EXECUTIVE BOARD 
DECIDED DURING WEEKEND MEETING TO AUTHORIZE NATIONAL LEADERS 
TO RESUME NEGOTIATIONS WITH POST OFFICE. IF NO AGREEMENT 

ON INTRODUCTION OF TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGES CAN BE REACHED 
CUPW LEADERSHIP WAS GIVEN EXECUTIVE BOARD PERMISSION TO 
CALL STRIKE. 

2. RECENTLY-APPOINTED POSTMASTER GENERAL JEAN- JACQUES BLAIS 
PARTICIPATED IN BRIEF, INCONCLUSIVE NEGOTIATING SESSION 
DECEMBER 6 FOR FIRST TIME. BLAIS HAD PREVIOUSLY 

TAKEN POSITION THAT "AS POLITICIAN, NOT A LABOR RELATIONS 
EXPERT" HE SHOULD NOT GET INVOLVED IN ACTUAL NEGOTIATIONS. 
CUPW'S KNOWN DISLIKE FOR DEPUTY POSTMASTER GENERAL MACKAY AS 
CHIEF BARGAINING AGENT PRESUMABLY CAUSED BLAIS TO 
CHANGE HIS MIND. 

3. PRIOR TO DECEMBER 7 NEGOTIATION ROUND, BOTH SIDES 
EXPRESSED OPTIMISM THAT DIFFERENCES CAN BE RESOLVED. BUT, 

IN VIEW OF LONG-STANDING STRAIN IN POSTAL INDUSTRIAL 
RELATIONS, NO SAFE PREDICTION ON OUTCOME CAN BE MADE AT 
THIS POINT. 
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